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; 0 ME BOOKS TO READ IN THE HOLIDAYS. 
Bv Herbert D. Geldart. 

How well I know what I mean to do 

WTien the long dark autumn -evenings come , 


I shall be found by the fire, suppose, 

O’er a great wise book as beseemeth age, 

While the shutters flap as the cross-wind blows, 

And I turn the page, and I turn the page, 

Not verse now, only prose ! ^ Brov) „in g . 

THE Summer is gone, the long dark evenings are upon us, the 
time for reading has come, let us see what fresh books we can 
find. It is pleasant to sit by the fire and wander over the 
world in imagination, so we will begin with books of l ravel, 

Adventure, and Residence Abroad. 

Where Three Empires Meet. A narrative of recent travel 
in Kashmir, Western Tibet, Gilgit and the adjoining 
countries, by E. F. Knight. An excellent account of the 
“ Happy Valley” of Kashmir, and of the “ little war ” which 
ended prosperously in the taking of Nilt and the occupation 
of Nagar and Hunza. The author reached a spot where in 
an undefined way on the high “ Roof of the World ” the three 
greatest Empires of the earth meet — Great Britain, Russia, 
and China. He also went to Leh, from whence he made an 
expedition to the Lamasery of Himis, where he witnessed 
a mystery play and devil-dance. He describes the tiniest 
independent state in the world of only twelve houses, where 
everybody is an M.P., and no measure can be passed unless 
all are unanimous. 

The Danube from the Black Forest to the Black Sea. 
Three friends, two at least of them artists, started in canoes 
from the head waters of the Danube, and paddled and drifted 
down the whole length of that river, two of them reaching 
the sea, and having a good and jolly time of it. This book is 
charmingly illustrated with sketches of both figures and 
landscapes. 


SOME BOOKS TO READ IN THE HOLIDAYS 
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E. Harrison Barker. Studies of the Valleys of the Dordogne, 
the Tarn and the Lot. The name of this book “ conveys no 
idea of the freshness, originality and romance of its pages ” 
The region described is one very rarely visited by English 
people even by rail. The author lived amongst the peasantry, 
and tells us of their common life. Rocamadour was an 
ancient shrine of pilgrimage when Henry II. of England 
went there, and is still visited by pilgrims, “ as little changed 
from their ancestors whom the Plantagenet found there as is 
the physiognomy of the ancient town.” Figeac is remarkable 
fot its Gothic and Renaissance domestic architecture, whole 
streets remaining of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
At the Montagnes Eumantes near Cransac are beds of coal 
which have been burning for centuries, and to which belongs 
a legend that the English fired them out of spite when they 
abandoned Guienne. Mr. Barker is announced as being 
en gaged on a further volume of Wanderings in the country 
extending from Auvergne to the Gironde. Two other books, 
not quite so recent, dealing with adjoining districts of France, 
The Roof of France , by M. Betham Edwards, and Our Home 
m A.veyron , by G. C. Davies and Mrs. Broughton, are almost 
equally interesting, and there is in Harper , for September 
last, a well illustrated article on “ Rocamadour, Albert 
Durer Town.” 

Our Wherry in Wendish Lands , by H. M. Doughty. A 
pleasant cruise in a Norfolk Wherry through the canals and 
lakes of Northern Germany. Starting from Leuwardein, he 
went by way of Emden to Wilhelmshaven and Bremerhaven 
and thence to Hamburg, he particularly enjoyed his sail on 
the Mecklenburg Lakes little known to Englishmen, and he 
penetrated into Saxon Switzerland and Bohemia by the help 
of the Elbe ; here again are plenty of good illustrations by 
some of the party. 

Wild Spain , by Abel Chapman and V alter J. Buck. A 
most interesting book by thorough-going indefatigable 
sportsmen — naturalists. Mr. Chapman was the first English- 
man who sketched a flamingo on her nest, and solved the 
problem whether she “ sits standing, as the old writers 
thought she does. Though there is much about “ sport in 
it, this is not one of those books of interminable and senseless 
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( To be continued.) 


GREETINGS. 

By the Editor. 


The Parents’ Review carries loving Christmas greetings to all 
the families, scattered widely over the world, where it is a 
welcome visitor. It is rather overpowering to think of the 
thousands of beautiful English homes where these words will 
be read and accepted with more than Christmas goodwill. 
For we of the Parents’ Review , we who write and we who 
read, are beginning to feel a more and more close bond of 
fellowship. Some of us have met in the flesh, and the meeting 
is always unusually cordial and intimate. Some of us as yet 
are only cn rapport in the spirit, but the relation between us is 
none the less real and vital for that. There is a sort of 
freemasonry among us. We recognise each other by certain 
indubitable signs. At once we plunge into real heart- 
talk, and the weather and the gossip of the day are passed by 
as topics foreign to our thought. A zealous young ex-student 
of the House of Education listened, involuntarily, to the talk 
of two ladies at the door of the compartment in which she 
was travelling. Her heart burned within her, for they talked 
of Education, and, on our lines. She laid little plans as to 
whether she would be able to get into conversation with the 
lady who was to be her fellow traveller, and tell her all about 
the Parents’ National Educational Union , but, behold, before 
she had mustered courage to speak, the familiar red co\ei 
was produced by the lady, and it proved an open sesame. 
There was no difficulty about mutual outpourings after that. 
Perhaps we all feel that what a dear little girl calls the 
“Angel Book ” (from the figure on the cover) is a sufficient 
letter of introduction. ^Ve know something, at anj rate, 
the aspirations of any chance acquaintance in whose hands 
we find it. It is a badge of membership. 


